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Due to the change of Government Code section 
13901, Government Code section 7.5 is no 
longer included in this document. 
 
Constitution, Article VII, § 4. Exempt  
positions 
The following are exempt from civil service: 
(a) Officers and employees appointed or 
employed by the Legislature, either house, or 
legislative committees. 
(b) Officers and employees appointed or 
employed by councils, commissions or public 
corporations in the judicial branch or by a court 
of record or officer thereof. 
(c) Officers elected by the people and a deputy 
and an employee selected by each elected 
officer. 
(d) Members of boards and commissions. 
(e) A deputy or employee selected by each board 
or commission either appointed by the Governor 
or authorized by statute. 
(f) State officers  directly appointed by the 
Governor with or without the consent or 
confirmation of the Senate and the employees of 
the Governor's office, and the employees of the 
Lieutenant Governor's office directly appointed 
or employed by the Lieutenant Governor. 
(g) A deputy or employee selected by each 
officer, except members of boards and 
commissions, exempted under Section 4(f). 
(h) Officers and employees of the University of 
California and the California State Colleges. 
(i) The teaching staff of schools under the 
jurisdiction of the Department of Education or 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
(j) Member, inmate, and patient help in state 
homes, charitable or correctional institutions, 
and state facilities for mentally ill or retarded 
persons. 
(k) Members of the militia while engaged in 
military service. 
(l) Officers and employees of district 
agricultural associations employed less than 6 
months in a calendar year. 
(m) In addition to positions exempted by other 
provisions of this section, the Attorney General 
may appoint or employ six deputies or 
employees, the Public Utilities Commission may 

appoint or employ one deputy or employee, and 
the Legislative Counsel may appoint or employ 
two deputies or employees. 
 
All sections reference the Government Code 
unless otherwise noted. 

 
§ 7 Power granted to a public officer 
Whenever a power is granted to, or a duty is 
imposed upon, a public officer, the power may 
be exercised or the duty may be performed by a 
deputy of the officer or by a person authorized, 
pursuant to law, by the officer, unless this code 
expressly provides 
otherwise. 
 
§ 7.6. Delegation by constitutional officer 
of deputy to attend meetings 
If , by  law, any officer whose office is created 
by the California Constitution is made a member 
of a state board, commission, or committee, or 
of the  governing body of any state agency or 
authority,  the officer may designate a deputy of  
his or her office holding a position specified in 
subdivision (c) of Section 4 of Article VII of the 
California Constitution to act as the member in 
the constitutional  officer's place and stead, to all 
intents and purposes as though the constitutional  
officer was personally present, including the 
right of the deputy to be counted in constituting 
a quorum, to participate in the proceedings of 
the board, commission, committee, or other 
governing body, and to vote upon any and all 
matters. The constitutional officer so designating 
a deputy shall be responsible for the acts of the  
deputy acting under the designation in the same 
manner and to the same  extent that the 
constitutional officer is responsible for the acts 
of the deputy performing his or her  official 
duties as a deputy of the office of the 
constitutional officer. 
(b) The Lieutenant Governor may designate any 
person in his or her office holding a  position 
specified in subdivision (c) or (f) of Section 4 of 
Article VII of the  California Constitution to act 
as a deputy for the purposes of this section only.  
However, the Lieutenant Governor may not 
appoint a person to act as a deputy for him or  
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her at meetings of the Senate, or of the Regents 
of the University of California, or of   the 
Trustees of the California State University. 
(c) The Chief Justice of the California Supreme 
Court may designate a judge or employee of a 
state court or an employee of the Administrative 
Office of the Courts to act as a deputy for the 
purposes of this section. 
(d) The Attorney General may also designate 
any person in his or her office holding a  
position specified in subdivision (m) of Section 
4 of Article VII of the California  Constitution to 
act as a deputy for the purpose of this  section. 
However, no person  designated by the Attorney 
General pursuant to this section to act as a 
member on any state board, commission, 
committee, or governing body of which the 
Attorney General is  presiding officer shall act 
as presiding officer in his or her place. 
(e) The Superintendent of Public Instruction 
may designate any person in his or her office  
holding a position specified in Section 2.1 of 
Article IX of the California Constitution  to act 
as a deputy for the purposes of this section. 
However, the Superintendent of  Public 
Instruction may not appoint a person to act as a 
deputy for him or her at   meetings of the State 
Board of Education, of the Regents of the 
University of  California, or of the Trustees of 
the California State University. 
(f) Notwithstanding subdivisions (a) to (e), 
inclusive, , not more than one officer  subject to 
this section  shall be represented by a deputy 
subject to this section at any  meeting or session 
of the State Lands Commission. 
 
§ 7.9. Designation of deputy to act in place 
of specified state officers 
(a) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the 
contrary, the Controller, the Treasurer, the 
Director of Finance, or the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction may designate any deputy of 
his or her office to act in his or her place and 
stead on any state board, commission, 
committee, or governing board of a state agency 
with respect to the exercise of statutory powers 
and duties of any of those bodies. The deputy, 
while sitting on a board, commission, 
committee, or governing board of a state agency 
may exercise the same powers that the 

Controller, the Treasurer, the Director of 
Finance, or the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction may exercise as if he or she were 
personally present. The Controller, the 
Treasurer, the Director of Finance, or the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction so 
designating a deputy shall be responsible for the 
acts of the deputy acting under the designation 
in the same manner and  to the same extent that 
the Controller, the Treasurer, the Director of 
Finance, or the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction is responsible for the acts of the 
deputy performing his or her official duties as 
deputy to the Controller, the Treasurer, the 
Director of Finance, or the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction. 
(b) At the request of the Controller or the 
Treasurer, two employees of each officer, who 
hold permanent civil service status and have 
been designated deputies under this section, 
shall be classified and compensated as career 
executives at category level IV or category level 
V. 
(c) The Superintendent of Public Instruction 
may not appoint a person pursuant to 
subdivision (a) to act as a deputy for him or her 
at meetings of the State Board of Education, the 
Regents of the University of California, or the 
Trustees of the California State University. 
 
§ 12853.  Power of the Secretary as head of a 
department  
The secretary of each agency and any other 
officer or employee within the agency 
designated in writing by the secretary 
shall have the power of a head of a department 
pursuant to Article 2 (commencing with Section 
11180) of Chapter 2 of Part 1. 
 
§ 12854. Power of the Secretary as designated 
in writing 
Whenever a power is granted to the secretary of 
an agency, the power may be exercised by such 
officer or employee within the agency as 
designated in writing by the secretary. 


